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Previous Lectures Summary-
• Framework of the course of Philosophy.

• Knowledge, Wisdom.

• Criteria to study Philosophy: Thematical, Methodological, 
Chronological.

• Definition and Meaning of Philosophy.

• Who is Philosopher?

• Branches of Philosophy.

• Metaphysics, Epistemology. Axiology.

• Why study Philosophy?

• Methods of investigation in Philosophy.

• Components of Greek Philosophy



Todays Points

• Components of Greek Philosophy

• Components of Indian Philosophy.

• Components of  Chines Philosophy.

• Components of Islamic Philosophy.



Characteristics of Greek Philosophy

Dark ages-
- Fatalistic. Pre-Classical 

--
Naturalistic.

Classical--
---More 
Rational, 
Critical, 
scientific 

and 
theoretical.

Hellenistic. 
Spiritual, 

Emotional, 
and 

Humanistic.

Roman----
Religious, 
Emotional 

verses 
Rational.

Westerns–
Empiricists 
Rationalist, 
Theorists.



Indian Philosophy



Human History in Indian Philosophy 
Philosophy

• Manu, the first man whose succession marks the prehistorical 
ages of Earth, sits with the Seven Sages in a boat to protect them 
from a mythic flood that is said to have submerged the world. 
The king of serpents guides the boat, which is said to have also 
contained all seeds, plants and animals. 

• Hindu philosophy based on Hindu mythology and religion.

• God and his descendants are consider philosophers.

• Initially women was among the philosophers but gradually 
discriminated and isolated from intellectual domain.



Indian Philosophy
This painting, from the late 

eighteenth century, depicts the 

first man, Manu, guiding seven 

sages through floodwaters, 

with the aid of the king of 

serpents..



Seven Sages in Indian 
Philosophy
• Seven sages as wise men.

• Mythical figures in Vedas as descendants of 
God.

• Considered as holy and wise in Manu ages 
(Human History).

• They are authors of the ancient Indian texts 
known as the Vedas.



Rishi in Indian Philosophy

1. The rishis tended to live monastic lives,  thought as the 
spiritual and practical gurus or teachers, even up to today.

2. Their wisdom based on spiritual forces as well as tapas, 
meditative practices to gain control over their bodies and 
minds.

3. They constitute as spiritual and philosophical entity in 
contemporary Hinduism. 

4. Reflect through the light of God and spirituality.



Features of Indian Philosophy

Spiritual.

Inner Self.

To know ultimate 
truth.

Ultimate and 
Monistic.

Reason and 
intellectual 

knowledge is not 
enough.

Accept the 
legitimacy of 

Authority.

Holistic and 
Comprehensive.











Epistemology Knowledge











Chinese Philosophy



Chinees Philosophy
1. Ancient sages, their technical skills essential to human 

civilization, for their role as rulers and wise leaders, and 
for their wisdom.

2. Old Chinese traditions named them “Nest Builder”, “Fire 
Maker”, “Flood Controller and Philosopher King.”

3. Five (mythic) Emperors as sages, including Yao and 
Shun.

4. Lead through spirituality, wisdom and courage.



Traits of Sages as Philosopher in 
Chinees tradition 

1. These figures are praised not only for their political 
wisdom and long rule, but also for their filial piety and 
devotion to work. Shun served his blind father.

2. Actual scholars posses their virtue of guided by the 
heavens and capable of sharing wisdom to benefit their 
societies. 

3. Women participation in philosophy is not prominent in 
ancient Chinese philosophy except in Budha’s life as his 
wife.



Wuxing Chinese: 五行 Wǔ xíng 'Five Elements, Five 
Agents, Five Movements"



What is Wuxing in Chinese Philosophy 
• The Chinese term wuxing or wu-hsing, “five processes” or “five 

phases” refers to a five fold conceptual scheme that is found 
throughout traditional Chinese thought. These five phases are wood 
(mu), fire (huo), earth (tu), metal (jin), and water (shui); they are 
regarded as dynamic, interdependent modes or aspects of the 
universe’s ongoing existence and development.

• During the period of the Han dynasty (202 B.C.E.-220C.E) 
wuxing thought became a distinct philosophical tradition. Each 
element possesses essential characteristics and qualities that 
influence nature, people, and relationships.

https://iep.utm.edu/chinese/
https://iep.utm.edu/chinese/
https://iep.utm.edu/chinese/


Wood (mu)

Wood represents growth and movement.

Food is being grown through wood. In

human behavior the one who influence by

wood bends and straightens (qu zhi);



Fire (huo)

Fire represents such properties as 

dynamism and upward movement and 

has been characterized as Yang in 

character. In human behavior, fire 
burns and ascends (yan shang), 
gives idea of courage and bravery 
to fight.



Earth (tu)

Earth is represented as the soil in its physical 

form that provides a ground for growth and 

maintenance. Much like the life of plants 

supported in the ground, those who fall under 

the influence of the energy of Earth inherently 

possess the ability to provide support, 

stability, and care for the people around them. 

They are often seen as reliable friends or 

family members who offer a sense of security.



Metal (jin) 

Metal indicates solidity, efficiency, 

exactness, and structure, symbolizing 

or representing strength and 

steadiness. In human behavior 
those who influence by metal yield 
and change (cong ge); 



Water (shui)
• Water stands for fluidity, adroitness, wisdom,

and introspection. Water does not have shape;
in its physical form, it merely takes on the
shape of whatever container it is poured into.
Similarly, people influenced by Water’s flow
of energy are adaptable and versatile in what
they do. They would be able to go with the
flow quite well and navigate their way
through life’s situations, most often with ease
and grace.



Five Elements Theory: 



The five elements are tied to the five tastes

1. Water moistens and descends produces saltiness.

2. Fire burns and ascends produces bitterness

3. Wood bends and straightens produces sourness.

4. Metal yields and changes produces mildness.

5. Earth receives and gives crops produces sweetness, such as 
through seeds and crops.

The five elements are correlated to the five ways or powers of a 
human being: appearance, speech, sight, hearing, and thinking.



Generating and Destructive Cycle


